
The crownin~ glory of our county 
is the Trinity Alps Wilderness Arra. 
It stretches from Scott Mountain to 
beyond Denny into Humholdt 
County, more than rl half-million 
acres of peaks, streams, waterfalls, 
lakes, for r~ts ,  and meadows-and 
vistas that can move one to prayer 
or SORE, :,cars or poetry. 

!tiany newcomers here, myself 
included Igoin~ on eight years in 
ITkaverville), &nd ta think that the 
Alps Wilderness has always been 
there. T h e  area just fits; what else 
could it possibly be5 However, we're 
naive; wr overlook man's inexorable 
tendency to infringe on nature. 

In realitv, the wilderness area is 
R mere 16 112 years old. I t  was a 
s h m l e  to g ~ t  it created. 

Alice Goen Jones of J%yeavewiIle 
is onr of many pople who deserve 
d ~ t  for ~ r s u a d ~ n g  Conpess to iipt 
asidc the Alps \Ti ItBrm~ss. On Sun- 
day aftprnoon, at a meeting of the 
Tnnity County Historical Society, 
she briefly described t h e  arduous 
eFort  that was required, 

Wilderness areas have their 
roots in an 1891 ~ c t  of Congress that 
cre~ ted  forest resewex, the p r ~ d e -  
cessnrs o f  national forests. In 1905, 
the L7.S. Forest Servrce was estnb- 
hshed. 

However, M k  Jones pointd out, 
it was not until the 1920s that the 
concept of wilderness arras was in- 
tegrated intn forest m ~ n a ~ e m e n t  
dnctrine. In 1926, 136,000 acres o f  
what is now the Al ps JTilderness wa5 
designated the Trinity Recreation 
h e n .  

In 1932, that became the Trin- 
itv Alps Primitive Area, and even- 
tually rt was enlar~ed to 286,000 
Rr*rPS. 

In 1964, Congress passed the 
Wilderness Act, resewing to itself 
the cxcltzsiv~ right to desimate a 

wild~mess. Initifilly there was a 10- 
year period for drtcrmining wilder- 
ness areas. In 1972, some folk7 in 
Trinity County rcdized that time 
was running out and there st i l l  was 
no Alps IWilderness. 

A campaim was started, and 
Nice Jones did her part by fling on 
the mad with a slide show complled 
from photos she had taken during 
many trips into t he  Alps. She also 
s p k e  at hearin~s on the proposed 
wilderness, testlcying w i t h  the nu- 
thority of a htani st and forester; she 
has both ducataonal m d  work me- 
dentials in those fields. Mrs. Jones 
commented t ha t  inter& in the pra- 
p a l  in Trinitv County k a m e  so 
intense that between 1,500 and 
2,000 people turned out for a con- 
gressional hearing held in 
IITenvrn~llle in the e ~ r l p  1980s. J 

FinalIv, in 1984 C n n p s s  passed 4 
the CalifnmiaU7ildem~ssdct, which 2 
included the Win$- Alps Wilderness r~ 
Area. In September that  year, R e + -  
dent Reagan siffned the act. 2 

7 

.What had bmn in 1972 as a &ti- 1- 
zen c'mpaign e x p w k l  to last a year k 
or two had turned into a Trinity Z 
Countv struggle lasting a dozen 
years. En the end, a bonus was that 
the hard-won wilderness area was 
almost twice the size of the former 
Trinity Alps Primitive Area. 

This Iund of struggle to  preserve 
and protect the bounty of our home 
has hworne the norm. Witness now- 
the plight. of the Trinity River. Ob- 
servP f JIP vigilance required to pre- 
vent vmsual blight in the forests 
around us and to keep harmful 
chemicaIs out of ourwat~r supplies. 

It's a constant struggle, hut one 
we must stick with to honor those 
like Alice J n n ~ s  who fought the ~ o o d  
fight before, so that  following Ken- 
e r ~ t i o n s  could eniov the rewards. 


